STATEMENT 


September 20, 2001 


My name is Ann Scott. I am a senior citizen from Newark, NJ, of Essex County. I reside 
in a 300- unit Senior Residence Building under the HUD (Housing Urban Development) 
program. Presently, I’m affiliated with The Greater Newark HUD Tenants Coalition, an 
OTAG (Outreach Technical Assistance Grant) this operation travels statewide with an 
eye on Mark To Market. 


Today I represent the National Alliance of HUD Tenants; I’m a Board of Director 
member and a constituent from the state of New Jersey. 


Maa. 
My statement is directed to Representative Manager Roukema and her committee on 
Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs. During 1999, congress and HUD adopted the 
“Mark up to Market” program for expiring project based Section 8 contracts puts in place 
a voluntary, however expensive plan to encourage owners to renew their involvement 
with H.U.D. rather than “opting out” to higher rents. Low income and seniors who live 
in HUD assisted housing still are at risk. 


Though more funds for section 8 owners to mark their expiring contracts “up to market” 
levels last year, the new program does not contain permanent affordability, mandatory 
repairs, or promotion of non-profit purchases. “Save our Homes!” We ask that no 
“savings “ be achieved at the expense of low-income tenants and affordable housing. 


Please support affordable housing programs. Do not devolve federal decision making and 
over site to the states. Large companies and wealthy owners can easily out maneuver 
understaffed and poorly funded state agencies and HUD multifamily bureaucracy. 

“Save Our Homes!” 


We urge you to support and introduce legislation to: 


. Reduce rent burdens for HUD Tenants, using net instead of gross income, 
increase allowable deductions as a base for rent calculation. 


P 


Restore the original section 8 program rent to 25% for moderate income 
Families and 15% for Senior Citizens and very low-income families. 


» 


Approve multiple year appropriations for project based section 8 subsidy 
Renewals, providing greater security for tenants. 


> 


. Support any and all other policies that maximize the preservation of afford- 
@ble and at risk housing. Limit and regulate owner “choices” to opt-out of 
Federal programs. 
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